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State Superintendent appoints Digital Learning Advisory Council

Group will coordinate use of technology by schools and partners

MADISON — State Superintendent Tony Evers has appointed a Digital Learning Advisory Council which is
working to coordinate the approach to technology by Wisconsin’s entire education community—from teachers and
district administrators, to private vendors, technical and four-year colleges.

“We've reached a point in education where skillful use of technology will have enormous payoffsin terms
of every child'sreadiness for further education and the workforce," explained State Superintendent Tony Evers.
“The work of my Digital Learning Advisory Council will guide us so we can deploy technology in the best way
possible to advance student learning and make schools more efficient.”

The council is crafting adigital learning plan that will serve as a blueprint for schools and their partners,
such as public libraries, community organizations, and local employers, to follow in order to maximize the impact of
their work—not only in making learning more meaningful and relevant for students, but also more accessible for
economically disadvantaged students and more cost-effective for school districts.

The council includes teachers, technology specialists, and other representatives from public and private
schools, school districts, libraries, higher education institutions, and industry. The co-chairs are Connie Erickson,
director, Cooperative Educational Service Agency 11, and Mike Kerr, executive director, Wisconsin Technology
Initiative. The group expects to consult with educational technology vendors as it progressesin its work.

Among the elements the council islikely to consider including in itsfina plan are:

e Leveraging technology for innovative instruction such as the “flipped classroom” model (where
students listen to recorded lectures as their homework, while traditional “homework” isinstead
donein class, allowing teachers to spend more time supporting and observing students at work)

e Personalizing learning through technology that allows studentsto learn at their own pace and
prove their mastery in multiple ways, reducing the need for “seat time” as a crude measure of
student engagement

e Giving students 21% century methods to learn 21% century skills—for example, using a cloud-
based application like Google Docs to practice collaborating with others

e Providing expert guidance to schools on infrastructure issues like wiring or network security, to
ensure they get the most performance out of current equipment
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e Coordinating a statewide educational resource portal available to any educator from his or her
computer

e Ensuring broadband Internet access for economically disadvantaged students outside of class,
through such solutions as expanded school hours, library and community partnerships, or
programs modeled on the Comcast Internet Essentials and Connect to Complete partnerships
which give discounted services and computers to families whose children qualify for free or
reduced lunch

e  Advocating that both teacher preparation programs and teacher licensing policies better address
virtual learning methods

e Recommending school policies that allow students to utilize their own electronic devices for work
purposes, as many workplaces do

Many of the plan’s elements are likely to connect with other current initiatives to ensure every child a
graduate ready for further education and the workforce—initiatives like Response to Intervention (a systemic
approach to making sure every student has an opportunity to succeed); implementation of the Common Core State
Standards in mathematics and English language arts; or the state’s work to create a new, balanced assessment
system.

“We are transforming the way schools work,” Evers noted. “Most of these goals aren’t easily attained
without very deliberate use of technology as part of the plan. Whether it’s preparing students for the workforce,
tapping into a rich source of student data, individualizing a child’s education experience, or saving precious time for
educators, students and teachers need modern tools to succeed.”

He added, “It doesn’t make sense for school districts or their partners to use their individual resources to
duplicate front-end research or develop multiple, similar approaches to similar problems. That’s where a statewide
plan comes in.”

The State Superintendent’s Digital Learning Advisory Council has been meeting since April and expects to

complete its work in early 2012.
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NOTE: A list of members of the State Superintendent’s Digital Learning Advisory Council follows. This news release is
available electronically at http://dpi.wi.gov/eis/pdf/dpinr2011_128.pdf.
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